
BACKPACK BUDDY NEWS

 

Due to the increased 

need from the students at 

D. McRae we are asking 

that you help in a little 

different way. Please 

remember that this help 

is over and above your 

regular church giving. 

Instead of buying food 

for the backpacks, (Gus 

can get it cheaper at 

Samõs and the Food 

Bank), we need your 

shopping skills to help 

replace some of the 

backpacks that are not 

coming back as quickly 

as we need. We have 

been buying backpacks 

whenever we  see them 

on sale. Target is great at 

marking them down in 

t h e  o f f  s e a s o n . 

Sometimes the office 

supply stores also have 

m a r k e d - d o w n 

backpacks. We pay 

about $4 to $7 for one. 

Please pick them up if 

you see them on sale and 

bring them instead of 

food.  We also still need 

your cash donations to 

keep buying the food to 

put in the backpacks. We 

could not be feeding this 

many families and 

students without your 

help and support. If you 

have any questions, 

please call Gayle Pirtle at 

817-475-4594 or home at 

817-516-0717. 

Sundayõs Sermon: 

 

òTransfiguration: More 

Than Meets the Eye ó 

 

Luke 9:28-36  

Childrenõs Sermon 

02/14ñBrenda Clark  

02/21ñKala Clark  

02/28ñGayle Pirtle  

Cherub Church 

Leader: Pat Hill  

Earth Angels:  

02/14ñClint & Heather  

              Taber  

02/21ñBrett & Marissa  

              Church  

02/28ñShaun &Shannon     

              Burns 
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OPEN HEARTS      OPEN MINDS         OPEN DOORS 

The People of the United Methodist Church 

Dr. Gus Guthrie  

I read a list of you might be a Boy Scout iféérecently: 

* you begin to think half -frozen French fries donõt taste 

that bad.  

*you keep a bucket of water by your side while cooking 

dinner.  

*you carry your own toilet paper wherever you go.  

*your radio is always turned to the weather station.  

*you sleep over and under a trash bag.  

*you continue to wear things until they stand on their 

own. 

*you tie up your little brotheréand he canõt get loose. 

*pie -iron pizza is the best meal youõve had all week. 

*all your dishes have little bits of eggs stuck to them.  

*you open letters with a pocket knife.  

*everything in your cupboard says òinstant--just add 

water.ó 

*you help little old ladies, whether they want it or not.  

*your neighbors hide when they see you going around 

the neighborhood with òthat order form.ó 

*you tie your shoes and look in the handbook to see if it 

counts toward a merit badge.  

*you see a pile of rocks and immediately put them in a 

circle.  

*you collect used candles and dryer lint.  

*your favorite cologne is Deep Woods Off!   

Shalom,    

Gus    

                      

John will be preaching next Sunday.      



Bruceõs Bible Study 
We've been doing a mini -study of the different 

types  of psalm in that magnificent book of the 

same name.  We've looked at praise psalms, 

testimony psalms, laments, and wisdom psalms, 

among other types.   This week I want us to look 

at Jerusalem  psalms.  We know that King David 

made Jerusalem his capital city, and it has never 

lost its emotional impact on the Jewish 

people.   Many of you are aware that the Jewish 

Passover feast ends each year with the words, 

"Next year in Jerusalem!"   The Wailing Wall is 

the holiest site in Judaism, since it reminds them 

of the days of Israel's great glory under David 

and his son Solomon.  That's one reason why it's 

difficult for the diplomats to have a "calm" 

discussion about Jerusalem with the Jewish 

representatives, since there is that emotional  

bond, in addition to all the political 

tangles.   Some of the Jerusalem psalms are very 

familiar --how about #122?   "I was glad when 

they said unto me..."   This is one that many of us 

learned in Sunday school and which has been 

magnificently set to music by any number of 

composers (my personal favorite is by Sir 

Hubert Parry; it has been used for British 

coronations ever since it was written, in the early 

years of the 20th century; my recording of it 

made in Winchester cathedral, with full 

orchestra and several choirs, would curl your 

hair!).   Another famous one that we have 

sometimes heard as a praise chorus is 

#48.   Likewise, we find the agonized laments 

when Jerusalem was sacked by invading 

armies.   Check out #74 for a good example of 

this.  The most painful of these is #137, written 

shortly after Solomon's temple had been utterly 

destroyed and the Jewish people taken into exile 

in Babylon.   It's really grim, particularly the last 

lines, but we need to remember that the cry is 

for justice , not revenge.   If we read the book of 

the prophet Jeremiah, we find that the Jewish 

people had gotten to where they viewed the 

temple as sort of a good luck charm --they would 

be protected, no matter how they acted --but 

they found out different.   We sometimes try the 

same thing --our church, or our denomination, is 

our "security badge" --but the fate of Solomon's 

great temple reminds us that there is no 

substitute for personal commitment and 

obedience .    There are also some psalms that 

we might call royal  psalms--dealing with the 

king and his doings.   I mentioned Psalm 2 last 

week in this connection; we might also read #45 

as a good example of these.   Likewise, #101, 

credited to David, talks about what kind of 

government he wants to have --a just one (sounds 

good to me!).   We also find that there is a whole 

group of psalms together called "Songs of 

ascents" which were often sung by pilgrims 

going up to Jerusalem for the big feasts, such as 

Passover.  You will find these from #120 through 

#134.  Some psalms, like #84, combine prayers 

of pilgrims with prayers for the king.   You'll find 

plenty of others that fit into one of these 

categories; one of my favorites is #107.   There 

are also some psalms that we might call 

historical psalms--they trace the history of 

Israel.   Perhaps the best examples of these are 

#105 and #106, but also #78 and #89.   Now, 

those of you who don't like history (an idea 

which horrifies me, since my PhD is in church  

history!) may wonder why those psalms are 

there.   Let's remember the words of the 18th -

century politician Edmund Burke: "The 

government that does not learn the lessons of the 

past is doomed to relearn them in the 

future."   Substitute "people" for "government," 

and you'll understand the rationale of these 

psalms!  More next week!  

  

 ***************************************  

 FREINDSHIP CLASS  

 

We had a wonderful class Sunday. Bruce was 

our teacher. He told us about his two 

adopted cats. Thank you very much for the 

great lesson.  

 

Seventeen were present including Bruce.  

 

Had several out sick and one on a cruise. 

Hope the sick are a lot better and that we 

will see you at the potluck Saturday at the 

Johnõs house at 12:00 noon.. 

 

Hope to see you all next Sunday, well & 

happy.  

***************************************  



 

 

 

 

When: February 13 at 12 pm  

Where: Home of Chuck and 

Marianne Johns  

***************************************** 

GENESIS CLASS 

 
Thanks to all who were in Sunday school to 

hear June discuss òRethink Churchó, from the 

discussion afterward, I think she gave us all 

something to be thinking about.  

 

We had several prayer requests, Alma 

Woodard, Willõs brother, his daughter in lawõs 

Mother, Lindaõs Mother.  We also have 

members of our class that need to be kept in 

your prayers, Cloud, Freddie, Nancy Gentile, 

and Nedia.  There are probably others that 

were not mentioned as well.  

 

If you have not already marked your 

calendars for the Pancake Supper, it is 

Tuesday, Feb. 16.  Mary Harris will be 

reminding those who have signed up to help.  

Also coming up is the third Thursday, which is 

the night our class works at the Food Bank.  

*****************************************  

To My Church Family  

 
     I would like to thank all of you here at 

Handley for my beautiful robe. I am very 

proud of it, and honored to receive it. My 

prayerful wish is that I may grow to be a 

pastor that you are proud of. For all of you 

who were in some way responsible for me 

having this robe, my heartfelt thanks goes out 

to you.  

Blessings, 

John W. Woodard  

****************************************  

 

 

 

 

 

Important notice!   Change your calendar for 

the General Meeting in February!   The 

General Meeting will be February 20th at 

10:30AM! 

Our guest speaker will be a former president 

of the Central Texas Conference, Clarita 

Dennis.   Our refreshments for the meeting will 

be provided by the Friendship Circle.  

There will be an executive meeting at 

10:00AM.   

Everyone is invited and asked to bring a 

friend to the General Meeting at 10:30.   All 

will be eligible for the door prize.  

*****************************************************  

Donõt forget that Bruceõs 

Bible study meets every 

Thursday at 11:00am. 

Meet in the conference 

room. Contact Bruce for 

further details.  

*****************************************  

UMW MEETINGS  

 
Monday, February 22, Friendship Circle 

meets in the Parlor at 7:00pm.  

 

Tuesday, February 23, Grace Circle meets at 

Bess Whiteõs home at 10:00am. 

*****************************************  
 

 



Agape will be selling baked goods after 

worship on February 14th.  

***********************************  

 

 

Angel Food orders are due Wednesday, 

February 17 , and pick -up will be on 

Saturday February 27, at Handley Baptist 

Church at 8:30am.  

***********************************  

Begins on Sunday , 

February 21.  More 

information to follow .  

See Mike Williams if 

y o u  h a v e  a n y 

questions.  

 

***********************************  

Will be held on Thursday, 

February 25, at 6:00pm at the Will 

Rogers Coliseum.  

Tickets are $15.00 each. See Gus if you 

are interested in going.  

***********************************  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UMM cooking breakfast last Sunday!  

**************************************  

 

Thanks to our youth for making Valentine 

cards for our òShut-ins.ó 

**************************************  

 

 

As most of you are aware by now, Agape 

School is closing it's doors on March 12, 

2010. The next few weeks will bring a wide 

range of emotions for staff, students and 

families. Agape School has been a fixture of 

our community for decades. We would like 

to host a "Family Farewell" party for the 

students. This will offer an opportunity for 

the children (and staff) to feel a sense of 

closure. Many of the children enrolled in our 

preschool program have been at Agape 

since birth. Funds from our Valentine's Day 

Bake Sale this Sunday will help make this 

celebration possible. So bring your sweet -

tooth on over and get something good for 

your Valentine! As always, Agape staff 

appreciate your ongoing support of our 

efforts.    Thanks, Dianna 

**************************************  

Agape School News/KIDS CORNER 


