
BACKPACK BUDDY NEWS

 

Due to the increased 

need from the students at 

D. McRae we are asking 

that you help in a little 

different way. Please 

remember that this help 

is over and above your 

regular church giving. 

Instead of buying food 

for the backpacks, (Gus 

can get it cheaper at 

Samõs and the Food 

Bank), we need your 

shopping skills to help 

replace some of the 

backpacks that are not 

coming back as quickly 

as we need. We have 

been buying backpacks 

whenever we  see them 

on sale. Target is great at 

marking them down in 

t h e  o f f  s e a s o n . 

Sometimes the office 

supply stores also have 

m a r k e d - d o w n 

backpacks. We pay 

about $4 to $7 for one. 

Please pick them up if 

you see them on sale and 

bring them instead of 

food.  We also still need 

your cash donations to 

keep buying the food to 

put in the backpacks. We 

could not be feeding this 

many families and 

students without your 

help and support. If you 

have any questions, 

please call Gayle Pirtle at 

817-475-4594 or home at 

817-516-0717. 

Some people, said they would never forget 

their first automatic car wash experience.  

 

Approaching he had a dread like going to the 

dentist.  

 

He pushed the money into the slot nervously 

checking and rechecking his windows.  

 

He eased the car up to the line and waited.  

 

Then powers beyond his control began 

moving his car forward as if on a conveyor 

belt.  

 

He was cocooned inside, when a thunderous 

rush of water, soap and brushes hit the car 

from all directions.  

 

He began to worry:  what if I get stuck in here 

or water crashes in?  

 

Irrational thoughts.  

 

Suddenly the waters ceased.  

 

After a blow -dry, his car was propelled into 

the outside world again, clean and polished.  

 

Afterwards, when things seemed òbeyond his 

controló he would call them òcar-wash 

experiences.ó 

 

Maybe, we need to remember our òcar-wash 

experiencesó during Lent?   

   

 

Shalom,  

        

Gus                 

Sundayõs Sermon: 
 

 

òReorientationó 

 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32  

  
 

Childrenõs Sermon 
 

03/14ñMerla Kramer  

03/21ñWade Walker  

03/28ñBrenda Clark  

Cherub Church 

Leader: Pat Hill  

Earth Angels:  

 

03/14ñClint & Heather        

               Taber  

03/21ñBrett & Marissa   

              Church  

03/28ñCantata 

March 8,  2010 

OPEN HEARTS      OPEN MINDS         OPEN DOORS 

The People of the United Methodist Church 

Dr. Gus Guthrie  



Bruceõs Bible Study 
This week, as we finish up our mini -study of 

the book of PSALMS, I want to add a few 

personal comments on the book.  1) To me, 

one of the most important is #77.  If you read 

it, you'll find that it starts out (as my mother 

used to say) "low downer'n a mole."  But 

halfway through, the psalmist says, "I will 

REMEMBER..." and the whole tone of the 

psalm changes after that.  We underestimate 

the power of memory in our spiritual life.  

When things get rough, we tend to panic and 

through in the towel at once.  We need to 

stop and think back to when things were 

rough before --and REMEMBER how God 

brought us through!  This reminds us that we 

can be terribly short -sighted in our 

perspective on things.  If we pick up a dime 

(our smallest -sized coin) and hold it right in 

front of our eye (closing the other eye), that 

dime is all we can see; but when we hold it 

out at full arm's length, we can see 

everything els --and that dime looks pretty 

tiny!  The same is true  with our spiritual life.  

When things are rough, let's REMEMBER 

how God has dealt with us previously, and 

after a bit of recall, that problem we're 

facing won't look nearly as big.  2) Another 

thing I have noticed is that the only psalm 

that finishes on a gloomy note is #88 

(although #143 gets close!).  All of the others 

end on a positive note --even the ones that 

start out with the psalmist feeling like the 

world is piled on top of him.  That's a 

reminder that we can trust God for POSITIVE 

things.  Some people talk about "God's will" 

like it was a combination of vinegar, alum, 

and sulfuric acid!  The psalms remind us that 

it's something wonderful and joyous.  3) The 

psalm writers believed in "letting it all hang 

out," as our common saying is.  I've touched 

on this previously, but I find it really 

important to verbalize our negative feelings 

(about ANYTHING!).  Some say, "Why?  

Doesn't God already know?"  Absolutely!  

But venting our anguish cleans US  out and 

serves a very important cathartic function.  

Have you ever got a cut that scabbed over 

too soon?  You know that infection can start 

building under that scab, and when the scab 

comes off and you can clean out the mess, 

you know how much better it's going to feel.  

Well, that's the way it is with us and our 

feelings.  Not acknowledging our feelings 

won't help anything.  You might say, "But 

we're not supposed to feel that way," but we 

DO!  We need to get those "infectious" 

negative feelings out in the open so that God 

can "disinfect" us --and believe me, we'll feel 

300% (at least) better!  You might be startled 

if you eavesdropped on my prayer life 

sometimes.  We can afford to be BLUNT with 

God--He's big enough to handle our pain, 

and the psalms remind us of this.  I repeat, 

this is an incredibly valuable book; if you 

haven't discovered that yet, start now!  Next 

week: a new study.  I'm not sure yet what it'll 

be.  Any suggestions!  Let me have them!  

 
 

 

 

***************************************
  

Easter is fast 

approaching and 

the plans for the 

Easter Egg Hunt 

are on.  We 

have already had 

all the eggs 

picked up and are 

now just waiting 

for them to  be stuffed and returned.   As of 

now we have 1 confirmed child coming that 

day and  5 helpers.   We still need more 

children and helpers.   The date is Saturday 

April 3 starting at 10:00.   Helpers are asked 

to be there by 9:15.   If you are interested in 

attending or helping, please contact Heather 

T a b e r  a t  8 1 7 - 2 7 4 - 3 1 0 7  o r 

hinttaber@sbcglobal.net .  We need this 

count so I can work on a supply list of food 

and crafts so that we have enough for every 

child.   So call your friends, family and 

neighbors and see what they are doing that 

Saturday.  

Thank You 

Heather Taber    

mailto:hinttaber@sbcglobal.net


GENESIS CLASS 

 

Wade did a great job talking to us about Mary 

and Martha: thanks Wade.  

 

Donõt forget to change your clocks this coming 

weekend: spring ahead.  We donõt want 

anyone to be late for the Baked Potato 

Luncheon. 

 

Please keep Will and Nediaõs daughter- in- 

law in your prayers.  Also continue to 

remember Freddie; hopefully she will be 

back with us soon.  

 

*****************************************  

FREINDSHIP CLASS  

 
Bruce was our teacher this Sunday. He had 

another great lesson on Prayer. We all 

enjoyed his lesson.  

There were 20 present on Sunday.  

We missed Dot Smith, Betty Gibson, Marianne 

Johns, Leslie & Helen Douglas and Joe 

DuMond. We hope they will all be back with 

us soon. 

We have a party for the 20 March at noon at 

the Johnsõ home. 

Hope to see you all next Sunday.  

 

*****************************************  

 

 

 

 
 

In Honor Of  

 

Louise Enochõs 98th Birthday 

Elvie Walker  

 

The birth of Carter Randall Hurley  

Elvie Walker  

 

*****************************************  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colton Edward Morland was born on 

February 16th, 2010 at 2:16 pm in Houston to 

Blake & Ashley Morland. He weighted 7lbs. 

2.8oz. Proud great grand parents are Henry & 

Joyce Stallons, grandparents are Don & Shella 

Morland and aunt Megan Morland.  

*****************************************  

  

On March 14 th directly after 

Church, please plan to join 

the Genesis class for lunch.  

We will be having baked 

potatoes and all the fixings 

that go with them.  There 

will be a love offering taken 

that will be given to the 

Church for apportionments.  

 

Please join us. 

 

*****************************************  

 

 

 

 

Angel Food orders are due by Wednesday 

March 17. Pick -up will be on Saturday March 

27 at Handley Baptist Church at 8:30am.  

*****************************************  

I will be out of the office next 

week March 15, 2010.  There 

will be no newsletter next 

week.  

 

*****************************************  

Friendship Class Potluck Luncheon  

When:  March 20  at 12 pm  

Where: Home of Chuck and Marianne Johns  

*****************************************  



 

Dana Walker joined on Sunday, 

March 7, 2010. 

1733 Renee Drive 

Hurst, TX 76054 

817-282-2498 

 
 

*****************************************  
This is it, our last week together at Agape School. 

We are trying to enjoy every minute together as 

much as possible. The children are excited as they 

talk about their new schools.  

     Congratulations to Ms. Toy whose son Aaron 

Casey is a senior at E.H.H.S. this year. Aaron has 

made The Texas State Choir for the third 

consecutive year! We are so proud of him.  

     The Agape families will have one last meal 

together as we share photo memories in 

Fellowship Hall this Thurs. starting at 6p.m. 

Everyone is invited. Please R.S.V.P. to the Agape 

office so that we may have an accurate count.  

     Finally, I would like to thank everyone who has 

been so supportive of the school over the years, 

especially the last 21 months. Thank you for all of 

the phone calls from well wishers and those 

expressing their sadness at the loss of the school. 

It's nice to know we will be missed.  

                    Goodbyes are not forever  

                    Goodbyes are not the end.  

                    They simply mean "I'll miss you"  

                    until we meet again!  

********************************************  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fort Worth ISD at the Forest Middle School 

dedication on March 1, 2010. The school is to 

be built across the street from Handley UMC.  

*****************************************  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 28 Palm SundayñCantata 10:45am 

 

March 29 Lenten Breakfast 7:00 amñ

Friendship Class  

 

March 30 Lenten Breakfast 7:00 amñNew 

Horizons Class 

 

March 31 Lenten Breakfast 7:00 amñ

Genesis Class 

 

April 1 Lenten Breakfast 7:00am ñStaff 

 

April 1 Maundy Thursday Service & 

Communion 6:00pm  

 

April 3 Easter Egg Hunt 9:30am  

 

April 4 Easter Sunday Sunrise Service 

6:30am 

 

April 4 Easter & Communion Worship 

Service 10:45am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oris & Ann Baldwinõs great grandbaby, Regan 

Ryan Rigg was born March 3, 2010. 7lb.4oz 

and 20 inches long. Proud parents are Art & 

Kendall Rigg.  

 

*****************************************  

 


