
BACKPACK BUDDY NEWS

 

Due to the increased need 

from the students at D. 

McRae we are asking that 

you help in a little different 

way. Please remember that 

this help is over and above 

your regular church giving. 

Instead of buying food for 

the backpacks, (Gus can 

get it cheaper at Samõs and 

the Food Bank), we need 

your shopping skills to help 

replace some of the 

backpacks that are not 

coming back as quickly as 

we need. We have been 

b u y i n g  b a c k p a c k s 

whenever we  see them on 

sale. Target is great at 

marking them down in the 

off season. Sometimes the 

office supply stores also 

h a v e  m a r k e d - d o w n 

backpacks. We pay about 

$4 to $7 for one. Please pick 

them up if you see them on 

sale and bring them instead 

of food.  We also still need 

your cash donations to keep 

buying the food to put in the 

backpacks. We could not 

be feeding this many 

families and students 

without your help and 

support. If you have any 

questions , please call 

Gayle Pirtle at 817 -475-

4594 or home at 817-516-

0717. 

Sundayõs Sermon: 

 

 

ò First Fruits/Wilderness ó 

 

Luke 4: 1-13 

Childrenõs Sermon 

 

02/21ñKala Clark  

02/28ñGayle Pirtle  

Cherub Church 

Leader: Pat Hill  

Earth Angels:  

02/21ñBrett & Marissa  

              Church  

02/28ñShaun & 

Shannon  Burns 

 February 15  2010 

OPEN HEARTS      OPEN MINDS         OPEN DOORS 

The People of the United Methodist Church 

Dr. Gus Guthrie  

The earthbound, fleshy quality of the church is 

sometimes a real pain.  

 

Flannery OõConnor, a great Catholic writer, 

professed to like living in New York and 

particularly treasured going to Mass at the 

Church of the Ascension.  

 

Riding the subways and buses and finding 

herself in the midst of crowds, were an 

advantage to being alone.  

 

People at the Church of the Ascension didnõt 

know her and she didnõt know them. 

 

She said of that experience at Mass:  

 

òAlthough you see several people you wish you 

didnõt know, you see thousands youõre glad you 

know.ó 

 

God seems to have a way of òthrowing usó 

together that makes us wonder if God knows 

what God is doing.  

 

Maybe each of us need to be sensitive to those 

whom we come in contact with each and every 

day.  

 

Maybeééangels unaware!  

 

 

Shalom,  

        
Gus                                

 

 



Bruceõs Bible Study 
This week, in our mini -study of the book of 

PSALMS, I want us to look at one category 

that gives lots of people a lot of difficulty --

and that's what we might call the 

"vengeance" psalms.  Perhaps the best 

example is #109, but one might include 

#137 (which I mentioned in last week's 

column) and #55, for some other "samples."  

Some people read these and say, "How 

unchristian!"  Exactly!  These were written 

centuries before Christ, so we shouldn't 

expect them to be Christian.  When I teach 

Old Testament at Texas Wesleyan 

University, I ask my students if they see any 

reason to pray this way, and most of them 

say, "No."  I disagree!  Do you notice that, in 

these psalms, the psalmists are at least 

getting things out into the open about the 

way they feel?  This is part and parcel of the 

Jewish way of looking at things; they believe 

in "letting it all hang out," as the saying goes.  

In the time of Jesus, there was a terribly 

elaborate mourning ritual which  sounds 

completely "over the top" to us, but the Jews 

were (and are) aware that, when it comes to 

strong emotions, we need to get things out 

into the open.  That keeps us from 

repressing things.  We have tended to adopt 

the "stiff upper lip" mentality of Victorian 

times for ourselves, and lots of psychologists 

would tell us that it's not a good mentality to 

have.  Some people ask, "Why should we 

sound off like the psalmists did?  God 

already knows, doesn't He?"  Absolutely!  But 

it does us a world of good to get the 

problems off our chest (or "out of our 

innards" might be more appropriate).  Now, 

there's something else here: do you note that 

the psalmists are willing to leave the 

vengeance in GOD'S hands?  There's no 

indication that David (Ps. 109) ever picked 

up so much as a nail file in fulfillment of this 

violent language; he was content to let GOD 

do the work --and we should do the same.  

Once, at the Metropolitan Opera, famous 

tenor Franco Corelli  raged to the general 

manager that the great soprano Birgit 

Nilsson had held a high note longer than he 

had, and he was throwing a classic tenor 

temperamental fit.  The general manager 

(Rudolf Bing) suggested that Corelli bite 

Nilsson's ear in the duet in the next act!  

Franco immediately went and told Birgit 

about it, and Mr. Bing adds, "which kept him 

from actually doing it (thank God!)."  That's 

what we need to do when we're hurting or 

feeling the terrible pain of injustice 

committed against us --let's sound off to God -

-FULLY--and let Him handle the rest.  You 

know how it is when a cut scabs over before 

it's clean; infection is liable to set in.  

Repressed emotions can do that, too --and 

these psalms remind us that there is 

tremendous value in getting things out of our 

system and into the presence of God.  One 

other item here: we've become so 

accustomed to the Christian message about 

forgiveness that sometimes we're weak on 

the question of JUSTICE--and  yet God is a 

God of justice as well as a God of 

forgiveness.  When someone has treated us 

like dirt, it doesn't do any good just to ignore 

it and say, "It doesn't really matter."  OF 

COURSE it matters!  It hurts like heck!  And 

the way to deal with pain is 1) not by 

ignoring it, or 2) not by taking things into 

our own hands, but, 3) sounding off to God 

and letting Him handle the consequences 

that we may have to deal with.  By the same 

token, we should be honest enough with 

God to let Him handle out "ugly" feelings.  If 

we can't trust Him THAT far, we need to work 

at it!  More next week . 
 

 

  

  

  



GENESIS CLASS 

WOW, What a great group we had in Sunday 

school; there were 25 in class.  If you were not 

there we missed you and hope that you will be 

back with us soon.  

 

Please keep these class members and fellow 

church members in your prayers, Freddie, 

Nancy Gentile, Dot Smith, and Herb Taylor.  

Congratulations to Mark and Janie Randall on 

the birth of another grandson.  

 

This Thursday, 2/18/10, is the day we go to the 

Food Bank to work; please try to be there it 

you can.  They start at 6 PM. 

 

*****************************************  
 

Donõt forget that we need volunteers on 

Thursday, February 18 at 6:00pm. Meet at the 

Food Bank. Help us get credit for Backpack 

Buddies, then we do not have to pay for the 

food that we order if we have credit.  

*****************************************  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important notice!   Change your calendar for 

the General Meeting in February!   The 

General Meeting will be February 20th at 

10:30AM! 

 

Our guest speaker will be a former president 

of the Central Texas Conference, Clarita 

Dennis.   Our refreshments for the meeting will 

be provided by the Friendship Circle.  

There will be an executive meeting at 

10:00AM.   

 

Everyone is invited and asked to bring a 

friend to the General Meeting at 10:30.   All 

will be eligible for the door prize.  

*****************************************  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carter Randall Hurley was born on February 

10. He weight 9lbs14oz. Proud grandparents 

are Mark & Janie Randall.  

*****************************************  

 



Agape School News/KIDS CORNER 

UMW MEETINGS  

Friendship Circle  

 

The Friendship Circle will meet February 22 

at 7:00 PM.  Elvie Walker will the hostess 

and responsible for the program.   A guest 

speaker  from the East Side Ministries is 

going to expound on the services of the local 

mission program and how our help in 

needed and appreciated.   The devotional 

will be done by our president, Alice 

Holcomb.  

 

Please remember Alice's challenge about 

our General Meeting at 10:30 AM  on 

Saturday, February 20!   Hopefully we can 

have more members present than the Grace 

Circle.   (Congratulations, Grace Circle, for 

always having a large number of your 

members present.)  

 

The Friendship Circle is responsible for the 

refreshments for the General Meeting on 

Saturday.  Bring the refreshments to the 

Friendship Classroom.   It is going to be a 

very informative meeting, so don't miss this 

one.  

 

Monday, February 22, Friendship Circle 

meets in the Parlor at 7:00pm.  

 

Tuesday, February 23, Grace Circle meets in 

the parlor at 10:00am.  

***************************************  
 

 

 

 

 

Angel Food orders are due Wednesday, 

February 17, and pick -up will be on 

Saturday February 27, at Handley Baptist 

Church at 8:30am.  

**************************************  

 

Begins on Sunday , 

F e b r u a r y  2 1 . M o r e 

information to follow .  

See Mike Williams if you 

have any questions.  

 
 

**************************************  

 

Will be held on Thursday, February 25, at 

6:00pm at the Will Rogers Coliseum.  

Tickets are $15.00 each. See Gus if you are 

interested in going.  

**************************************  
 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported our 

bake sale on Sunday. the proceeds are 

going to help fund our "goodbye" party for 

students and their families. I have had 

many emotions go through my office over 

the last few days. Shock, anger, fear. We 

have even had a few tears shed. It's nice to 

know our families are as emotionally 

attached to us as we are to them. Please 

keep the families and the staff in your 

prayers.  

Thank you again, for your all your support 

over the years.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

Frances Brewer  

Annye Beryl Brooks  

         Sue Oxford Charley (Mary Harrisõ Sister) 

Betty Bryan 

Jane Burt 

Betty Coomerõs friend Doris Harrison 

                     Bill Cross    

 Maurita Cummings  

Anna Curtis & Baby  

Dianne 

Ulrike Faatz (Marianne Johnsõ Sister-in-Law) 

Kathy Fischer  

    Mary Lou Goodchild  

           Tracy Harrison & Parents (Friends of Kara 

Mann) 

Bev Hamilton (Cousin of Paula Camp)  

Jane Hillhouse 

Freddie Holcomb  

   Leota Holcomb  

LaRue Hulsey 

Jenna Johnson (Pat Hillõs cousin) 

Tom Jones (cousin of Brenda Clark)  

Staff Sgt. Jeff Koegler 

Sid Landrum 

Alexis Lopez (Friend of Kala Clarkõs  

daughter)  

Ethan Mann 

     Kasen McMahan & Family 

Jerad Newman (Cindy Thiessenõs Nephew) 

Raymon Peppers 

Tony Ramirez  

Maison Rodriguez (friend of Kara Mann)  

                       Sadie Snelling    

       Murphy Singletary   

Herb Taylor  

Garland Walker  

Bill Wesson  

 

 Our President & Military Leaders  

 

Those Suffering The Loss Of Loved 

Ones  

 

 

 

 

In Memory of  

 

 

Karen Elliott  

The Altar Guild  
 

******************************************  

 

We hope that everyone had a 

good time at the pancake 

supper.  

 

******************************************  
 

 

Ash Wednesday service will 

begin at 6:00 pm on February 

17.  

 

 

******************************************  
 

 

 

 

Our Presence  

                        

                        Sunday, February 14, 2010 

                        Total Worshipéééé..88 

                        Total Sunday Schoolé.. 63 

                        Budgetéééé..$3593.27           


