March 1, 2010

After our snow fall this winter, | remembered
an article written by Bob Kaylor.

He said that nearly every winter morning, he
played a little game with the guy who
delivered his newspaper.

The game is simple and every one in town
plays.

It starts when the delivery guy chucks the
newspaper into the yard about 4 AM in the
middle of a snowstorm.

Then its Bobds job to
his hands or with a snow blower.

Most of the time he wins, but when he loses he
gets frustrated.

The key to winning the game, he said, is to
approach the yard like a grid, walking around
in concentric rectangles kicking at the snow
until the newspaper baggie appears.

Lent is a lot like that: to take intentional time to
kick around and root out some of the bad
habits that do not help us.

Shalom,

Gus
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BACKPACK BUDDY NEWS

Due to the increased need
from the students at D.
McRae we are asking that
you help in a little different

way. Please remember that
this help is over and above
your regular church giving.

Instead of buying food for
the backpacks, (Gus can
get it cheape
the Food Bank), we need
your shopping skills to help

replace  some of the
backgackst tha€ fare Wdt
coming back as quickly as
we need. We have been
buying backpacks
whenever we see them on
sale. Target is great at

Smarkigg éh?m H‘PB” rj,p the

off season. Sometimes the
office supply stores also
have marked -down
backpacks. We pay about
$4 to $7 for one. Please pick
them up if you see them on
sale and bring them instead
of food. We also still need
your cash donations to keep

5 @uyingrifts fpod to put in

the backpacks. We could
not be feeding this many
and students
without ’your help and
support. If you have any
guestions, please call Gayle
Pirtle at 817-475-4594 or
home at 817-516-0717.
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This week, as we finish up our mini -study on
PSALMS, | want to give you some ideas
about how to read this fascinating and
important book. Part of my suggestions
come from Billy Graham, but the rest come
from me. Billy Graham said some years ago
that he liked to read PSALMS over a month's
time. There are 150 of them, soif heread 5 a
day, he'd finish the whole book in a month's
time (he also likes to do PROVERBS that way-
-31 chapters, so he reads a chapter a day for
the entire month). 1| tried his suggestion, but

| found that when | read 5 consecutive
psalms, they tended to blur and run together
in my mind. | developed a slightly different
way of reading them, and it has really
worked well for me. On the first of the
month, | read Psalms #1, 31, 61, 91, and 121.
On the second day of the month, | read #2,
32, 62, 92, and 122. That way, on the 30th
day of the month, I'm finishing up with #30,
60, 90, 120, and 150. It's odd, but that little
"space”

between psalms, while I'm turning the
pages of my Bible, make it easier for me to
keep the psalms separate in my mind. Now
I'll tell you that there is one BIG exception!
It's #119--the longest chapter in the entire
Bible--176 verses! Well, | found out some
years ago that it's actually an acrostic psalm,
based on the 22 letters of the Hebrew
alphabet. The first 8 verses begin with the
letter Aleph (their equivalent to our "A"), the
2nd 8 verses with Beth (like our "B"), etc.,
etc. Incidentally, there some other acrostic
psalms, too, but they just use one verse per
letter; #25 and #37 are good examples of
this. However, back to #119, on the first day
of the month, | read the first 8 verses, on the
2nd of the month, | read the second 8 verses,
etc. That way, I finish up Ps. 119 on the 22nd
day of the month. To quote the old Alka -
Seltzer commercial, "Try it, you'll like it!" By
the way, | read the psalms ALOUD, and that
makes a big difference, too.

It's said that, when we read something
aloud, we get triple exposure to it --our eyes
READ it, our ears HEAR it, and our lips SAY
it. | like that, and | think it's true. It also

Study

helps us to keep our minds from wandering.
We need to remember, too, that the psalms
were real prayers of real people facing real
problems --and since human nature hasn't
changed a great deal, they can hit us right
where we live. | don't mind telling you that
the book of PSALMS has helped me through
some extremely rough situations.
Sometimes, when we're hurting inside, it's
hard for us to verbalize our pain, but reading
the book of PSALMS helps a lot--we find that
the writers could fully sympathize with our
agony, if they knew what we were going
through. Back in 1987 | went through a
rough time of what we might call "double
betrayal" --by a false Christian brother and
by an incredibly naive Christian brother
who believed him. | read PSALMS two
months running, and it helped
immeasurably (and, by the way, God
answered those prayers in a magnificent
way. | was in a place where | was totally
innocent, but could do absolutely nothing to
prove it--so the LORD vindicated me
superbly, and | am eternally grateful to Him
for stepping in when my hands were tied, as
it were). Through the centuries, multitudes
of people have found this book to be
priceless in helping them through the rough
times of life --and I'm one member of those
multitudes! If you try my recommended
method here (Dr. McDonald's prescription  ---
the cheapest one you'll ever get! --but also
one of the most valuable; and you don't have
to worry about whether HMO will cover it or
not!), let me know how it works for you. Any
suggestions as we prepare to do a new

study? Let me hear!
Pruce



GENESIS CLASS

Once again we had a good group in Sunday
school, if you were not with us this Sunday,
you were missed. We want to keep the family
of Garland Walker in our prayers.

Our class will be having a Baked Potato
Luncheon on March 14 right after lunch. In
class next Sunday we will be finding out what
we need to bring for the luncheon.

Remember, Wade will be teaching us next
week.
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FREINDSHIP CLASS

Steve Kiester was our teacher this Sunday. He
had a great lesson on Prayer.

There were 22 present (Plus a baby).

Dot Smith, Betty Gibson, Marianne Johns &
Dorothy Phelps were all out. Hope to see them
next Sunday. Helen & Leslie Douglas have
gone to Scotland for four weeks. Hope they
are having a great time.

See you all next Sunday!
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NEW HORIZONS CLASS

Herb was Back!!! It was great to have Herb
Taylor back in Sunday School and Church. We
have missed you, Herb, hope you can continue to
make our day on Sunday morning.

Joan Gaspard has been our teacher for the past
two weeks. Joan is a homebound special
education teacher with the HEB school
district. She is a member of First Methodist Ft.
Worth but spends many Sundays on the road
teaching Sunday School. Joan brought us two very
interesting and thought provoking lessons on
"God's Spirit in our Frustrations" and "God's Spirit
in our Interruptions." Jesus was constantly
interrupted as he spoke to groups throughout his
ministry. Joan explained how Jesus used these
interruptions to teach and to explain God's
plan. Interruptions and storms and adversities are
a part of everyone's life. There is never an
extended flow but there is a way that we can make
good from bad and get
over those adversities.
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Colton Edward Morland was born on

February 16th, 2010 at 2:16 pm in Houston to
Blake & Ashley Morland. He weighted 7Ibs.

2.80z. Proud great grand parents are Henry &

Joyce Stallons, grandparents are Don & Shella
Morland and aunt Megan Morland.
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On March 14" directly after
Church, please plan to join
the Genesis class for lunch.
We will be having baked
. potatoes and all the fixings
that go with them. There
will be a love offering taken
that will be given to the
Church for apportionments.

FUCI\%EHAE%(I\? Please join us.
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Angel Food orders are due by Wednesday
March 17. Pick-up will be on Saturday March
27 at Handley Baptist Church at 8:30am.

World Day of Prayer is
March 5



Agape School Newasbs corNER

Our time here at Agape school is winding
down. Many of our staff have already found
employment and many of our children and
families will follow them to their new schools.
Therefore, a large majority of the children will
still be together each day. This warms my
heart as | know they are deeply bonded to
each other. On Thursday March 11th at
6:00pm, we will have a "Family Farewell
Fiesta" in fellowship hall. Anyone is welcome
to come and celebrate Agape School and the
friendships that have been cultivated over the
many years. Agape School has been a second
home to many staff for several years. Maria
Bynum has been with Agape for 8 1/2 years,
Dianna Rangel 7 1/2 years, Monicha Neal 7
1/2 years, Laura Daniel 3 1/2 years, Kim
Bayless 2 years, Toy Royal 2 years along with
several of the afternoon staff who have
completed 1 year of service. | would like to
take this time to thank these ladies for their
dedication and loyalty right to the very end. |
feel sure each and every one of them will be
an asset to any program serving children and
their families. | have always striven for
excellence in the classroom as well as
customer service and communication with
families. |1 could not have done this alone.
Many thanks and good luck to you all.

Dianna

March 28 Palm Sundayfi Cantata 10:45am

March 29 Lenten Breakfast 7:00 amii
Friendship Class

March 30 Lenten Breakfast 7:00 amii
New Horizons Class

March 31 Lenten Breakfast 7:00 amii
Genesis Class

April 1 Lenten Breakfast 7:00am fi Staff

April 1 Maundy Thursday Service &
Communion 6:00pm

April 3 Easter Egg Hunt 9:30am

April 4 Easter Sunday Sunrise Service
6:30am

April 4 Easter & Communion Worship
Service 10:45am

It is almost that time again. Time for our
Easter Extravaganza. | am just wanting
a preliminary head count of children who
will be attending and those who will be
willing to help by March 7.  So if you are
going to be bringing your child, niece/
nephew, grandchild or a friend please let
me know. If you will be able to help, please
let me know. You can call or email
me. Phone 817-274-3107 or email at
hinttaber@sbcglobal.net .

Thank you, Heather Taber



mailto:hinttaber@sbcglobal.net

W Yo,

XY
& o &

:
£

Frances Brewer
Annye Beryl Brooks
Oxford Charl ey
Betty Bryan
Jane Burt
Coomer 0s
Bill Cross
Maurita Cummings
Dianne
Faat z
Kathy Fischer
Mary Lou Goodchild
Tracy Harrison & Parents (Friends of Kara
Mann)
Bev Hamilton (Cousin of Paula Camp)
Jane Hillhouse
Freddie Holcomb
Leota Holcomb
LaRue Hulsey
Jenna Johnson (Pat
Tom Jones (cousin of Brenda Clark)
Staff Sgt. Jeff Koegler
Sid Landrum
Al exi s Lopez
daughter)
Ethan Mann
Sarah Mann
Kasen McMahan & Family
Newman (Cindy
Raymon Peppers
Tony Ramirez
Maison Rodriguez (friend of Kara Mann)
Sadie Snelling
Murphy Singletary
Herb Taylor
Bill Wesson
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Asyou all know Agape
Christian School will be
‘;Cloging on March 12, 2010.
We would like to wish all
our staff, teachers &
students goodbye and wish
Itherp fhe wery best in their
future endeavors. We will
miss seeing you all in the
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essends Nephew)

Easter Egg Hunt
We need plastic Easter eggs and
unwrapped candy for the Easter
Egg Hunt on April 3. You can leave
the candy & eggs in the volunteer
room. Thanks for doing this for our
children .




